MAHMUD LEAVES GHAZNI

Ibn Asir, another Musalman historian, relates that
whenever there was an eclipse a hundred thousand Hindus
assembled at the Somnath temple for worship, and the
shrine was endowed with the produce and revenue of more
than ten thousand villages. In the temple, he says, were
jewels of most excellent quality and incalculable value.
One thousand Brahmans attended daily worship, and a
band of three hundred and fifty sang and danced at the
gate of the temple, each one of whom received a daily
allowance.

Such was the place Mahmud of Ghazni was fired with
the desire to loot, and doubtless he was actuated by the
zeal of religious fanaticism. The actual date of this, his
tenth incursion, is open to a certain amount of doubt.
Ibn Asir says he set out from Ghazni in A.D. 1023, while
other historians give October A.D. 1025 as the date of
starting, and January A.D. 1026 as the date of the
sack of Somnath. From other sources, however, we
learn that Ghazni was regained in A.D. 1026, and so it
is most probable that the year of departure from Ghazni
was A.D. 1024.

The strength of the force which Mahmud took with him
is estimated as being thirty thousand mounted men, and
this army marched by way of Multan and Ajmer to Anhil-
wad Patan, where the Solanki ruler, Bhimadeo, feeling
unequal to offering successful opposition, fled to the fort of
Kanthkot, in Kachh. Mahmud took Anhilwad, but did
not remain there long and pressed on towards the goal of
his ambitions, allowing nothing to stand in his way and
sacking numerous towns and temples en route. On
January 30, A.D. 1025, he reached Prabhas Patan, and
immediately assaulted that strongly fortified place. The
defenders put up a gallant fight, and the Musalmans were
at first driven back on all sides. Next day another and
more determined assault was made, and after desperate
fighting for nearly the whole day, the attacking force
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